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Vande Mataram is a hymn to goddess Durga this is so
plain that there can be no debate about it. Of course
Bankim Chandra does show Durga to be inseparably
united with Bengal in the end— but no Mussulman can
be expected patriotically to worship the tenéd¢handed
deity as Swades. “This year many of the "pecial

[Durga] Puja numbers of our magazines have quoted
verses from Vande Mataram—proof that the editors
take the song to be a hymn to Durga. The novel
Anandamath is a work of literature— and so the song is
appropriate in it. But Parliament is a place of union for
all religious groups— and there the song cannot be
appropriate. When Bengali Mussulmans show signs of
stubborn fanaticism— we regard these as intolerable.
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